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Box No. I Basis of ttie report 

1. With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was 
filed, unless othenvise indicated under this item. 

□ This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language , 
which Is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of; 

□ international search (under Rules 1 2.3 and 23.1 (b)) 

□ publication of the international application {under Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 andfcr 55.3) 

2 With regard to the elements* of the international application, this report Is based on (replacement sheets which 
have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 
report as "originally filed* and are not annexed to this report): 



Description, Pages 

1 -1 a as originally filed 
Claims, Numbers 

^ ^0 as originally filed 
Drawings, Sheets 

1>8.8iB originally filed 

□ a sequence listing andA:>r any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

4 □ This report has been established as If (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below 
had not been made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disctosure as filed, as indicated In the 
Supplemental Box (Rule 70^(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos* 

□ tiie drawings, sheetsflgs 

□ tine sequence fisting (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If item 4 applies, some or all of theee sheets may he marked "superseded." 
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Box No, V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty» inventive step or Industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


2,3,6-1 4,1 6,1 9-21 ,23-28,30.34-39 




No: 


Claims 


1 ,4,5,1 5.1 7.1 8,22,29-,31 -33,40 


Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


2,3,6-1 2,1 6,20,21 ,23-28,30,34-39 




No: 


Claims 


1 .4,6,13-1 5,17,1 8,1 9.22,29,31-33.40 


Industrial appiicabllity (lA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-40 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7); 
see separate sheet 



Box No, VII Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the fomi or contents of the IntemationaJ application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 

Box No. Vill Certain observations on ihe Internationa! application 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the 
claims are fully supported by the description, are made: 

see separate sheet 
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Re-item V. 

1 . The following documents are referred to In this communication: 

D1:DE 82 19 184 U 
D2:DE43 10 125A 
D3: EP 0 504 035 A 

2. The subject-matter of claim 1 does not meet the requirements of Article 33(2) PCT, 
since document D1 discloses a device for connecting two or more cable ends with a 
core (10, 10')p an insulating sheath and an earth shield (11,11'), said device comprising 
a insertion bush, an insulator arranged around the bush and a conductive layer 
disposed thereon- Rxing means (6) are provided for fixing the cable ends to the device. 

Document D1 , thus, contains all the features of claim 1 , which, therefore, is not 
considered to fulfil the criteria as set forth in Article 33(2) PCT. 

3. Mutatis mutandis the subject-matter of claim 5 (device for connecting a stripped 
cable end to an end element), claim 29 (method for mutually connecting at least two 
cable ends) and claim 31 (method for connecting to an end element one or more cable 
ends) is disclosed In document D1 as well. 

Hence, the subject-matter of claims 5, 29 and 31 is not considered to fulfil the criteria 
set forth in Article 33(2) PCT. 

4. As far as the dependent claims 4, 15, 17, 18, 22, 32, 33 and 40 are concemed, the 
criteria set forth in Article 33(2) and (3) PCT are not considered to be fulfilled. Cf. D1 . 

5. In the light of document D2 the same argumentation as in points 2 and 3 is valid; 
Thus, tine subject-matter of current claims 1 , 5, 29 and 31 is not considered to fulfil the 
criteria set forth In Article 33(2) PCT. 

6. In the light of document D3, the subject-matter of current claims 1 , 5, 13, 14, 19, 29 
and 31 is not considered to fulfil the criteria set forth In Article 33(3) PCT, since the use 
of a fixing means, e.g. shrinkable and heat-shrinkable sleeve, is taught in D3 

(cf. column 3, line 35 to column 7, line 9; figures 1-5). A person skilled in cable junction 
technology would be prompted by the teaching in D3 to solve the problem posed 
without exercise of inventive skill in accordance with circumstances. 
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Re-Item VII: 

1. TTie features of the claims are not provided with reference signs placed in 
parentheses (Rule 6.2(b) POT). 

2. Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1 (a)(fi) POT, the relevant background art 
disclosed in the documents D1 , D2 and D3 is not mentioned in the description, nor are 
these documents identified therein. 

Re-Item VIII: 

The requirements of Article 6 POT are not met for the follov^ng reasons: 

1 . Claims 1 , 4, 5, 29 and 31 are not fully supported by the description resulting in a 
contradiction between claims and description, and a doubt cast on the scope of 
protection afforded by the claims. In said claims no mention is made of a field control 
sheath and a protective sheath, whereas on page 1 , in paragraph 1 of the description it 
is clearly stated that the invention relates to a device for cable ends with a field control 
sheath and a protective sheath. Thus the requirements of Article 6 POT are not 
complied with. 

2. In claims 1 and 5 no technical features allow to determine the structure or 
configuration of the fixing means of the device. It should be specified, which parts of the 
fixing means are adapted to be connected to which parts of the cable end. 

3. The method claims 29 and 31 should be formulated to refer to the use of the 
corresponding device according to claims 1 and 5 respectively. Moreover, steps of 
fixing the csible ends to the connecting de\^e have to be specified. 

4. The ternn "end element" stated in claims 5 and 31 is vague and unclear, and, 
therefore, casts doubt on the scope of protection afforded by said claims. 

5. Claim 4 can only refer to claim 1 , if the field control layer and the protective layer are 
defined in claim 1 as well. 
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